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Flying Off the Shelf:  
e-Books Go Mobile 
Bronx EdTech Showcase 
May 3, 2013 
Agenda 
 Over 100,000 e-books are 
available to CUNY students 
and faculty 
 How does this impact 
teaching and learning? 
o Which e-books are available? 
o How are they accessed? 
o How are librarians integrating e-books 
into library instruction? 
o What lies ahead? 
 Librarians will discuss: 
o E-books background 
o Our collections 
o Instruction and e-books 
o Your questions and comments 
Who Are We? 
 Lehman College librarians: 
o Madeline Cohen 
o Stefanie Havelka 
o Jennifer Poggiali 
 
 Hostos Community College 
librarians: 
o Kate Lyons 




 In 2011, 23% of Americans read an e-book  
 E-books accounted for 22.55% of U.S. book publishers’ 
sales in 2012 
 Top selling e-books in 2012: Fifty Shades of Grey, 




E-Books in Academic Libraries 
24 hours/7 days per week access 82 63.6%
online access 79 61.2%
easy to search and navigate 52 40.3%
downloading to laptop 39 30.2%
easy storage 36 27.9%
off campus access 33 25.6%
copying and pasting 16 12.4%
downloading to e-reader 9 7.0%
easy to share with colleagues 8 6.2%
easy to use in an electronic learning environment 6 4.7%
easy to use multiple documents at once 5 3.9%
use of multimedia in the E-book 4 3.1%
Trends: 
Advantages of E-Books 
Technical Stuff 
 Digital rights management (DRM) 
o Allows publishers to control how downloaded books are 
used 
o Controls how long the book is accessible, how many users 
may access it, whether the file can be duplicated, etc. 
 File formats 
o Major formats are EPUB, Kindle, and PDF 
o Formats are not the same as DRM; formats enable DRM 
o Some can be used only with compatible devices and/or 
apps 
What to Consider When Using 
E-Books 
 Is downloading allowed? If so, what file formats are 
available?  
 Are there DRM restrictions?  
o Loan periods 
o Simultaneous users 
o Number of pages that may be downloaded 
 What features are available? (annotation, sharing of 
notes, bookmarking) 
 Is there an app for easier downloading and 
management?  
 Multi-Disciplinary, Academic  
E-Books Available CUNY-wide 
 Academic collection subscription: 87,000 titles 
 Unlimited simultaneous users  
 Largely academic publishers 
 Titles added and removed monthly 
 68% of titles are pre-2008 (as of summer 2012) 
 Campuses can supplement by purchasing newer titles 
(usually for 1-3 simultaneous users) 
 Ebrary Subject Coverage 
LC Classification no. % 
B--PHILOSOPHY. PSYCHOLOGY. RELIGION 7551 10 
D -- WORLD HISTORY, ETC. 4698 6 
E -- HISTORY OF THE AMERICAS 2090 3 
F -- HISTORY OF THE AMERICAS  1428 2 
G -- GEOGRAPHY. ANTHROPOLOGY. RECREATION 2537 3 
H -- SOCIAL SCIENCES 16,692 21 
J -- POLITICAL SCIENCE 2964 4 
K -- LAW 2204 3 
L -- EDUCATION 2603 3 
M -- MUSIC AND BOOKS ON MUSIC 1183 2 
N -- FINE ARTS 990 1 
P -- LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 10,303 13 
Q -- SCIENCE 8429 10 
R -- MEDICINE 6185 8 
T -- TECHNOLOGY 5645 7 
 CUNY has access to full 2010, 2011, 2012 e-book 
collections (2013 to be added soon) 
 Approximately 3,400 titles 
 Politics, history, literature, business published by 
Macmillan Palgrave 
 Collection is purchased; no monthly additions or deletions 
 EPUB downloads available for some 2010 titles, all titles 
of subsequent years 
 
 Multi-Disciplinary, Academic  
E-Books Available CUNY-wide 
  
STAT!Ref: E-Books for Allied Health  
at Hostos 
 Content focused on Allied Health 
 Librarian chooses titles in 
subscription (26 titles at Hostos) 
 Students create accounts from 
campus and login via free mobile 
app 
 Entire collection available offline 
for 90 days after account activation 
 
Free Mobile E-Books 
 40,000 titles in DRM-free EPUB and 
PDF 
 A digital repository for books—many of 
them in the public domain or open 
access. Downloads for institutional 
members only. 
 30 million e-books—many available in 
EPUB 
 New initiative—searches hundreds of 
digital collections. 
Lehman eLibrary 
 Powered by OverDrive 




Lehman eLibrary Collection 
 OverDrive titles selected by librarians to satisfy need for 
books in specific subject areas 
 323 e-books from trade publishers, university presses 
 30 Audiobooks 
 NYPL OverDrive e-book collection is available to anyone 




Fiction (42 titles) Nonfiction (281 titles) 
 Literature (31) 
 Short Stories (4) 
 Thriller (3) 
 Historical Fiction (2) 




 Education (60) 
 Sociology (45) 
 History (39) 
 Business (20) 
 Study Aids & Workbooks (19) 
 Psychology (17) 
 Science (17) 
Project Gutenberg E-Books 
(Free) 
Features 
 One user per copy; borrow for 14 days; place “holds” 
 Download to PC, Mac, iOS, Android, e-readers  
 Kindle e-books can be used on Kindle device or app 
 Read selected e-books in Web browser without 
downloading 
 
OverDrive Search and Browse 
Borrow, Read, Download 
OverDrive Download Formats 
Compatible Devices 
 iPhone 
 iPod Touch 
 iPad 
 Mac 
 Windows Phone 
 Windows 8  Tablet 
 Kindle App for Multiple 
Platforms 
 BlackBerry 
 BlackBerry Playbook 
 Android 
 Sony Reader Wifi 
 Kindle Fire 




 OverDrive e-books can be downloaded in EPUB or PDF 
formats. 
 EPUB and PDF can be downloaded on a PC or Mac 
using Adobe Digital Editions. 
 EPUB can be downloaded to a mobile device with OverDrive 
Media Console.  
 PDF can be downloaded to a mobile device with Bluefire 
Reader   
 
 
 PC & Mac: Open E-Books in 
Adobe Digital Editions 
Read, Bookmark, and 
Make Notes 
 
Bookmarks and Annotations 
 Add bookmarks to PDF or EPUB documents to quickly 
navigate around a document.  
 Highlight text and add comments. 
 Notes will disappear when loan period expires. 
Mobile: iOS Devices, OverDrive 
Media Console 
 Download EPUB e-books and audiobooks directly to iPhone, 
iPad, and iPod Touch 
  Download OverDrive Media Console from the App store on 
your computer (free). 
 
Mobile: Android Devices 
 The following popular devices are all based on Android, 
and can install OverDrive Media Console: 
o Kindle tablets (Fire and Fire HD) 
o NOOK tablets (Color, Tablet, HD, and HD+) 
o Kobo tablets (Vox and Arc) 
 Download app from any of the stores below: 
 
   
 
OverDrive Media Console on 
iPhone 
Media Console Features 
Accessibility 
 With EPUB, e-books a user may resize the text to create an 
instant large print e-book. 
 Kindle for PC with Accessibility Plugin 
 Kindle for iOS update improves Apple VoiceOver compatibility 
 Adobe Digital Editions is compatible with: 
o Screen reading software JAWS, NVDA, or Window-Eyes on 
Windows 
o Apple VoiceOver and screen reading software for Mac 
 
 
E-Books Go Mobile: 
Library’s Mobile Website 
E-Books Go Mobile: 
CUNY’s Mobile Catalog 
E-Books Go Mobile: 
CUNY’s Mobile Catalog 
E-Books Go Mobile: 
Mobile Databases for E-Books 
E-Books Go Mobile: 
Apps on iPad 
Instruction Goes Mobile: 
Research Guides 
 Lehman’s E-Books and 
Readers Guide 








 Hostos Library’s Instruction program— 
o Open workshops 
o Student self-select 
 
o Course-related workshops 
o Librarians collaborate with teaching faculty 
 
 
Introduction to eBooks 
Workshop 
 Students register 




Introduction to eBooks 
Workshop 
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Model 
Introduction to eBooks 
Workshop 
An hour and 15 minutes: 
 Introduction to formats, devices, DRM 
 Sign up for an Adobe ID 
 Download BlueFire Reader 
 Learn to search ebrary 
What’s Next? 
 More accessible formats for downloading, taking notes, 
highlighting, owning, and sharing e-books 
 More tablet adoption—more use of e-books on tablets 
 Greater availability of e-books from independent 
publishers, self-publishing 
 E-textbooks: affordable, interactive, reusable, licensing 
for course reserves 
 
 
S 
Questions?  
Comments? 
